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St.Mary’s goal for this year is to work as hard as we can in practice,to develop as young men and student
athletes and to improve as a team while learning the game of basketball.

We try to play aggressive,intense man to man defense and try to run a solid half court game.

Last year we finished 2nd in the Kanto Plains league,3rd in the Hong Kong tournament,3rd in the Far East
Tournament

in Okinawa.Recent graduates have played on college teams in Japan,Europe,and the U.S.

Ken Hor 2011 Sofia University, Tokyo.

Conor Shimizu 2013 Essex University England.Develpoment Squad.

Andrew Jones 2014 Currently playing at University of California Santa Cruz.

Avi Schafer St.Mary’s Varsity Captain has been invited to practice with the Japan U18 team this month.



We have played,Kugayama High School,Sangenjaya High School,Hibiya High School,Yokohama High
School King

Kongs,Tokyo Nodai High School,Sakuramachi High School ,Rikyu Gakoen ,Seiko Gakoen and Jiyugaoka
High School.

We also play Nittaidai Freshmen and Sophomore teams.

We would LOVE to play many more Japanese teams.They are always welcome to St.Mary’s or if they
would like us to

travel we will visit.Please invite us/visit us and | promise we will give your team a tough,sporting and

enjoyable game.

George Clarkson,St.Mary’s Head Basketball Coach.
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about Tokyo Samurai

We've run a spring camp at St Mary's for the past 2 years with Coach Dave Taylor. The first year we had
about
80 students age 10-18 and last year we had just over 100. We will be holding another camp this March at

St Mary's.

Almost all the students we have are from international schools or military bases but we do get a few
students

from Japanese middle school or high schools. We get students that come up from Kansai for the camp as
well as

Okinawa.

We run the camps to give students more opportunities to be coached like they would in the US. We'd like
to have

more Japanese join our camps and be involved. Coach Taylor runs one of the biggest youth camps in the
US called

Phenom which has had many NBA and College players attend as middle and high school

students. Recently he has been

doing or planning in the future Nike Elite camps in Taiwan, Hong Kong and will do another elite event in
the

Netherlands.

We also use the camp as a way to select players that we take to the US as part of the Tokyo Samurai to
play in a

tournament in front of 200-300 college coaches. Most international students that can play at a high level,
aspire

to play in college but because they live in Japan it is much more difficult for them. Recently with the
success of

Yuta Watanabe at George Washington and now the signing of Rui Hachimura to Gonzaga, we want to
inspire other

Japanese players that they can play abroad.



The Tokyo Samurai team started the same year we started the camp in 2014. It was created just to play in
the summer

tournaments in the States. For college recruiting, these are the biggest events of the year. For three
weeks in

July, there are tournaments all over the US that are certified by the NCAA and college coaches come to
watch high

school players. Coach Taylor runs two of these tournaments and we attend the Double Pump Best of
Summer Tournament

in Anaheim, CA. Last year there were about 250 teams (15U, 16U, 17U) at this tournament and we

brought two teams.

Our 15U team had players 11-15 years old playing for us. On our 17U, we had players 15-18 years
old. In this tournament
our 17U played very well going 4-0 in pool play, winning our first round game but then losing in the next

round.

In preparation for this tournament, in the spring we practice usually once a week and play games in
Japan. Usually it
is difficult for us to find teams that are competitive with us, so we will often play teams made up of college

aged players.

This coming spring we will try to schedule games against larger Japanese high schools for more
competition. Usually we
don't play in the fall but this year we gathered to play the U16 National Team. We weren't able to practice
before these

games but we made sure to give a good effort

Kris



